
 

 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves 
do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 

         Psalm 1:3 

January Sermon Series 
 
 

• Jan. 7    Garments of Grace 

   Colossians 3:1-10 

• Jan. 14  Putting on Love  

   Colossians 3:12 

• Jan. 21   Smoothing Wrinkles 

   Colossians 3:1-13 

• Jan. 28  Communication (Lint) Traps 

   Colossians 3:8-10 
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Pastor’s Article – NCPC Current – January 2018 
 

Living with the Christ of Christmas  
 
“Nothing can be known either of God or man until God has become man 
in Jesus Christ.” 

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer in Christ the Center 
 
Like a stream of living water, the celebration of Christmas flows 

into a focus on Jesus in the New Year.  The good news of his birth begins 
a journey through the gospels, a following of this newborn King into his 
life and ministry.  We’re heading toward Lent, Good Friday, Easter 
Sunday, and beyond.  But in the meantime, we’re given the month of 
January to consider Christ in all his fullness. 

 
 
Our January sermon series and Bible study will focus on the New Testament letter of Colossians, 

and it will draw us closer to its main subject – the supremacy of Christ and the powerful impact His life has 
on ours.  To get started, take a moment to meditate on these words from Colossians 1:15-20 (The 
Message) about the Son of God who was born for our salvation and lived to lead us into unbreakable union 
with our Creator: 

 
We look at this Son and see the God who cannot be seen.  We look at this Son and see God’s 

original purpose in everything created. For everything, absolutely everything, above and below, 
visible and invisible, rank after rank after rank of angels—everything got started in him and finds its 
purpose in him.  He was there before any of it came into existence and holds it all together right up 
to this moment.  

 
And when it comes to the church, he organizes and holds it together, like a head does a body.  

He was supreme in the beginning and—leading the resurrection parade—he is supreme in the end. 
From beginning to end he’s there, towering far above everything, everyone.  

 
So spacious is he, so roomy, that everything of God finds its proper place in him without 

crowding. Not only that, but all the broken and dislocated pieces of the universe—people and things, 
animals and atoms—get properly fixed and fit together in vibrant harmonies, all because of his 
death, his blood that poured down from the cross.  
 

May this New Year bring a renewed amazement as we turn our eyes upon Jesus, and a refreshing     
reminder of his central place in our lives and the life of his body, the church. 

 
 
Joyfully in Christ, 
Pastor Kurt 

Pastors Pen 2 

Figure 1- Calling Disciples by He Qi 



 

 

Other News 3 
 

New member Class 

New Member Classes are scheduled for Saturday mornings, 9:00 a.m. 

to 11:30 a.m., February 3 and 10, 2018, with the final class and 

graduation Tuesday, February 20, at 6:30 p.m. Register online at 

northcreekpres.org or contact Margy Witten, 425-385-2912 

margywitten@aol.com.  

Prayer Ministry 

Do you ever have a phrase or two that come to mind often? This past Christmas 

I kept hearing in different scriptures and songs the words  ”Come to us Jesus.” 

He has come and the next phrase is “ Stay with us Jesus.” Yes Jesus we need you 

every moment of the day.  

-Prayer Ministry  

                
 

New Worship Series Beginning January 7 
 

Garment Care: Maintaining Healthy Relationships 
 

 

 

 

In Colossians 3:12-17 the Apostle Paul describes the relationships in our lives as if they were a garment we put on each day.  

He weaves this beautiful extended metaphor to help us imagine what it looks like when we allow Jesus’ love to penetrate 

the interactions we have daily in our families, among friends, and in a congregation. 

What Paul’s saying is that if the relationships we have with a spouse, a parent, a child, a best friend are garments, then we 

should know what’s required to maintain them.  And so almost like that garment care label sewn into the collar of your 

favorite sweater, Paul packs these six verses with all sorts of crucial instructions about how to care for the relationships in 

our lives.  Things like honesty, gratitude, forgiveness . . . 

The sad irony (yes, that’s a pun) is that it’s often in the relationships into which we’ve invested the most that we are most 

careless.  It’s frequently those closest to us (especially those who live under the same roof) that we treat most poorly.  But 

God, says Paul, intends something different, something much better, something as beautiful and splendid as a finely made 

garment. 

So Join us in worship in the new year as we spend six weeks taking a closer look at Paul’s “garment 

care instructions.”  I’ll intrigue you with a few sermon titles:  Smoothing Wrinkles . . . 

Communication (Lint) Traps . . .The Woolite of Relationship.  Better yet, I’ll promise that as you 

attend carefully to God’s “Garment Care” instructions, you’ll see concrete improvement in the 

relationships that matter most. 

        Grace & peace, 
        Pastor David 

“Above all, clothe yourselves with love . . . “ 
                                              – Colossians 3:14  

mailto:margywitten@aol.com


 

 

Advent Kickoff Party 4 
We had a great time at our Annual Advent Kickoff Party!  This year our theme was A Charlie Brown 

Christmas, so as a part of our celebration we watched the Christmas classic and made our very own Charlie 

Brown Christmas Trees.  We also decorated Christmas Cookies, ate some delicious pizza and capped it all off 

by singing a few Christmas Carols and enjoying Hot Chocolate.   

This year we had over 80 people take part in our kickoff party and we made 25 Christmas trees.  In addition 

to making the trees each family made four different themed ornaments that tied into our Advent sermon 

series.  These ornaments included It’s a Wonderful Life, Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer, The Grinch, and, A 

Charlie Brown Christmas.   

As a part of this event we encourage families to begin preparing to welcome Jesus on Christmas Eve by 

handing out our Family Advent Devotional.  This year along with the devotional we also gave each family a 

copy of A Charlie Brown Christmas 50th anniversary edition book that tied into our devotional and is also a 

part of our Christmas Eve services.  

If you missed out on this fun event check out some the pictures below to see how much fun we had. 

 

In Christ, 

Nathan Wagner Children’s Ministry Director 

 



 

 

 

Do you like pizza?  Well, for a limited time, the Youth Mission Team is selling our own 

freshly made pizzas, ready to take home and bake in your own oven.  You can stop by our 

table after Sunday worship services January 14, 21 and 28 to place your order, or fill out 

the form below and mail it to the church office with payment by January 28.  Pizzas will 

be ready for pick up at church February 4th, just in time for Super Bowl.  There are three 

tried and true classic pizzas to choose from.  All our pizzas are large (13”) and just $15.  

At that price you may want to order a few extras to freeze for later.   

13” Pizzas # of Pizzas $15 each 

Pepperoni   $ 

Hawaiian   $ 

Cheese   $ 

  Total $ 
Submit all orders by January 28.  Make checks payable to “North Creek Presbyterian 
Church” with “Youth Mission“ in the memo line.  Mail to Attn: Youth Ministry, North 
Creek Presbyterian Church 621 164th St SE, Mill Creek Wa 98012. 
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2018 Winter Bible Study  6 
Colossians 
“Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27) 

 

Colossians is about Christ.   

Colossians is about you.   

Colossians is about “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 

 
More specifically, it’s about the supreme greatness of the One who is not too big to take up residence in humble 

human lives.  Some think of Christ in His awesomeness but never let him in to their heart in a personal 

relationship.  Others think of “Jesus & me” with a Christ so small to be manageable.  Colossians reminds us that the 

Christ of universal power and authority is the same Christ who enters simple, ordinary human lives…and 

transforms them. 

 

The Colossian Christ-followers had a problem we are familiar with today.  They were surrounded by a culture that 

offered many alternative ways of thinking and believing that downgraded the power and importance of Jesus.  

From the very beginning of the Christian movement, Jesus had competition in the hearts and minds of his 

followers.  As Eugene Peterson notes in his introduction to Colossians in The Message, “For the Christians in the 

town of Colossae, …cosmic forces of one sort or another were getting equal billing with Jesus. Paul writes to them 

in an attempt to restore Jesus, the Messiah, to the center of their lives.” 

 

What a great way to start a New Year, studying Colossians and renewing our resolve to make Christ the center of 

our lives! 

 

Colossians Bible Study 

Taught by Pastor Kurt Helmcke & Don Lichty 

Sunday Mornings, January 7 – February 11 (no class on January 21) 

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

Adult Education Room 

Sign up today! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 7   Introducing Colossians & Christology Colossians 1:1-2 & 4:7-18 
January 14   The Supremacy of Christ              Colossians 1:3-23 
January 28   Christ and You, Sharing Life  Colossians 1:24-2:7 
February 4   Making Christ Your Center  Colossians 2:8-3:4  
February 11   Living from Christ the Center  Colossians 3:5-4:6 



 

 

 

Being committed to follow the triune God does not make us immune from           

experiences of pain and messiness in our lives or the lives of those who are close to 

us. It is at those times that our faith is tested most heavily as we wonder why we are 

hurting, why it feels like God is hiding, and why our church community is so    

unhelpful.  During this day together, we will explore these themes and grapple with 

the question of whether our life in, and with God, is enhanced by the presence of 

pain and messiness.  This day will combine teaching, reflection, prayer, silence, and 

art to explore these themes and to invite us into a space where we can receive   

consolation and peace. 
 

Facilitators, Rod and Bev Wilson, travel the world to teach and counsel Christians, 

pastors, and leaders. Rod was President and Professor at Regent College  

(2000-2015) and is a renowned Christian leader in Canada and the U.S.  Originally 

trained as a clinical psychologist, Rod pursued theological training and has served in 

the fields of counselling, consulting, academia, and congregational ministry.  Bev is 

an artist who purposefully blends the contemplative with her art in photography and 

acrylic abstract painting.  She is involved in soul care and spiritual direction with 

people on-line around the world.   
Bev Wilson Rev. Dr. Rod 

Enclosed is my registration and payment for the 2018 RMNW Winter Teaching Retreat 

Registration includes materials and snacks (lunch is on your own).   

 

 $45 Early-bird (before Jan. 6)   Please do not add me to the RMNW mailing list 

 $60 General   *Seating is limited so register early! 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip/Postal Code: _______________________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Special Food Needs: _____________________________________________________________ 

Church: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Payable to: 

Renewal Ministries Northwest 

PO BOX 12243 

Mill Creek, WA 98082 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

425-361-7953 

renewalministries@live.com 

www.renewalminnw.org 

When: 

Saturday, February 3, 2018 

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Location: 

University Presbyterian Church 

4540 15th Ave. NE  

Seattle, WA  98105 
 

Cost: 

$45 Early-bird (before Jan. 6) 

$60 General 

Scholarships available 
 

Facilitators: 

Rev. Dr. Rod & Bev Wilson 


